208        -Modern Airship Theory
France, meanwhile, was engrossed with aeroplanes rather than with airships, just as Germany preferred the latter to the former, and from 1913 the success of Germany's airships was so marked that it attracted the attention of the whole world. A regular passenger service was run, and details of the year's workings are here recalled.
The statistics deal solely with the " Viktoria Luise," " Hansa," and " Sachsen." The " Hansa " made 210 trips on 148 days, covering 15,600 miles, and carried 4,086 persons, 2,615 being members of the crew (i.e. the same people over and over again), and 1,471 passengers. The " Sachsen," which made its first trip in May of that year, made 206 trips on 127 days, covering 13,700 miles, and the " Viktoria Luise " made over 400 tours. Figures are obtainable only for the first 160 voyages, when a distance of 10,000 miles was covered and 3,439 persons conveyed. All three airships were used extensively for military tests, and a certain mileage would have to be added for this. The three passenger vessels together conveyed 12,382 persons, and covered 37,500 miles.
The story of the airship cannot be given in perfect chronological order, and it is now necessary to go back to the Wellman enterprises, the object of the first being to travel by air to the North Pole. This was to be attempted in a dirigible balloon starting from Dane's Island. Abortive attempts were made in 1907 and 1909.
The gas-container of the Wellman airship had a capacity of 258,500 cubic feet. It was 184 feet in length and 52 feet in diameter. The motive power was obtained from a 70 to 80 h.p. Lorraine-Dietrich engine. To maintain the gas-envelope in a fully inflated condition, a separate 4 h.p. motor was carried to compress air and conduct it to an internal ballonnet placed in the lower part of the main balloon. The car had a strong frame of steel tubing, and a completely enclosed central section which comprised the engine-room and living-room. For